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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Isle  of  Ely  County  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  state 
of  the  public  health  and  of  the  welfare  services  in  the  Administrative 
County  of  the  Isle  of  Ely  for  the  year  1953.  My  thanks  are  due, 
and  are  cordially  given,  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  County 
Health  Committee  for  their  unfailing  interest  and  encouragement, 
to  the  voluntary  workers  for  their  great  help  in  various  fields  of 
activity,  and  to  the  whole  staff  of  the  department  for  their  good 
team  work  and  loyal  service. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  E.  HOCKEN, 

County  Medical  Officer 


November,  1954. 
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Administrative  County  of  the  Isle  of  Ely 


The  Annual  Reports  for  the  year  1953,  from  the  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  for  the  Districts  within  the  Administrative  County,  as 
submitted  to  the  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council,  in  pursuance  of  Section 
24,  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  were  received  as  follows 


A re  a 

Date  received 

Style 

1 [ 

Chatteris 

J tine  2nd , 1954 

Typewritten 

"■r.  I 

Ely  

Oct.  5th,  1954 

Typewritten 

March 

July  28th,  1954 

Typewritten 

D 1 

Whittlesey 

Oct.  23rd,  1954 

Typewritten 

Wisbech,  M.B. ... 

Report  not  to  hand 

| [ 

Ely  

Sept.  4th,  1954 

Typewritten 

■r.  ; 

J 

North  Witchford 

July  24th,  1954 

Printed 

■g 

Thorney... 

Sept.  6th,  1954 

Typewritten 

^ ! 

Wisbech... 

Oct.  13th,  1954 

Typewritten 

Wisbech  Port 

San.  Authority 

Report  not  to  hand 
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STATISTICS,  1953. 


Area  of  Administrative  County  (land  & water) 


acres  239,794 


Rateable  Value  1/4/53 

£335,112 

Produce  of  Id.  rate  1953/54  

£1,328 

Population  (Census  1951) 

89,038 

Population  (estim.  to  middle  of  year  1953) 

88,420 

j males  768  j 

Legitimate  725 
Illegitimate  43 

No.  of  live  Births  in  the  year  J 

-1502 

( females  734 

( 

Legitimate  685 
Illegitimate  49 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

16-99 

finales  19 

'Legitimate  16 

i Illegitimate 

31 

No.  of  Still-births  in  the  year 

37 

( females  18 

i Legitimate  15  i 

i Illegitimate 

3' 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 

24  04 

Total  No.  of  Deaths  in  the  year  ...  lna^e?  -on 

J 1 females  520  1 

1075 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population  .... 

12-16 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Births 

No.  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  (from  sepsis 

- 

Total  1 


•64 


( males 

Number  dying  under  1 year  oldj 

(females 


i Legitimate 
i Illegitimate 
o i Legitimate 
i Illegitimate 


Infantile  Mortality  (rate  i in  legitimates  17-73) 

per  1 ,000  Births)  i in  illegitimates  21  74  I 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)....  ....  ....  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  1 

,,  ,,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

(under  2 years  of  age)  2 

England  and  Wales — 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

Death-rate  ,,  ,,  ,,  

Infantile  Mortality-rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Maternal  Mortality-rate  per  1,000  total  births 


18 


1 

7 

1 


27 


17-97 


15*5 

11-4 

26-8 

076 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population. 

The  Registrar  General  has  supplied  the  figure  of  88,420  as  the 
estimated  mid-year  population  for  1958. 


Statistics  for  the  past  10  years  an 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1 949 
1 95( » 

1951 

1952 
1958 


;ivcn  for  comparative  purposes. 
82,080 
81,010 
88,840 
84,450 
87,618 
87,610 
88,462 
88,210 
88,000 
88,420 


Births. 

There  was  a slight  rise  in  the  birth  rate  during  1958,  the  figure 
being  16-99  as  against  16-78  last  year. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  rose  during  1958,  being  92  as 
compared  with  88  in  the  previous  year. 

The  births  in  the  Urban  Districts  numbered  908  (478  males  and 
485  females),  this  being  a birth-rate  of  16-68  per  thousand  of 
population. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  the  births  numbered  594  (295  males  and 
299  females),  the  rural  birth-rate  being  17-48  per  thousand. 

l lie  total  births  for  the  County  numbered  1,502  (768  males  and 
784  females),  a birth-rate  of  16-99  per  thousand.  This  compares 
with  a birth-rate  for  England  and  W ales  of  15-5  per  thousand. 

The  illegitimate  births  in  the  Urban  Districts  numbered  55,  a rate 
of  60-57  per  1,000  births.  Of  this  55,  26  were  males  and  29  females, 
giving  rates  of  54-97  and  66-6  respectively. 

For  the  Rural  Districts  there  were  87  illegitimate  births,  a rate  of 
62-29.  Of  these,  17  were  males  and  20  females,  giving  rates  of 
57-68  and  66-89  respectively. 

d'aking  the  County  as  a whole  the  illegitimate  births  numbered 
92,  or  a rate  of  61  -25.  There  were  48  male  and  49  female  illegitimate 
births,  and  this  gives  rates  of  55-99  and  66-76  respectively. 
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Illegitimate  Births. 


Year 

I legitimate 
Births 

1944 

149 

1945 

166 

1946 

142 

1947 

117 

1948 

102 

1949 

90 

1950 

99 

1951 

71 

1 952 

88 

1953 

92 

Deaths. 

The  death  rate,  both  generally  and  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  has  risen. 
In  1953  the  figure  for  the  Isle  of  Ely  was  12-16  as  against  10-26  in 
1952.  That  of  the  country  as  a whole  was  1 1 -4  against  1 1 -3  in  1952. 

The  deaths  in  1953  numbered  1,075,  compared  with  903  in  1952. 
Of  these  1,075  deaths  (555  males  and  520  females),  753  occurred  in 
the  urban  areas  and  322  in  the  rural. 

The  birth  and  death-rates  for  the  Isle  for  the  past  10  years  are 
shown  in  Table  I.  together  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 


Table  I. 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Isle  of 

England 

Isle  of 

England 

Ely 

and  Wales 

Ely 

and  Wales 

1944 

18  71 

17'6 

12  32 

116 

1945 

1807 

16  1 

12  16 

114 

1946 

19  03 

19  1 

1205 

11'5 

1947 

2157 

205 

1242 

12  0 

1948 

18  73 

17  9 

10  85 

10  8 

1949 

18  55 

16  7 

12  14 

117 

1950 

17  16 

15  S 

1142 

116 

1951 

1637 

15  5 

1 1 64 

12  5 

1952 

1673 

15  3 

10  26 

113 

1953 

16  99 

155 

12  16 

114 
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Table  II. 


Births 

Deaths 

District 

Crude 

Rate 

per  1,000 
population 

Area 

Compar- 

ability 

Factor 

Corrected  Crude 
Rate  Rate 

per  1.000  | per  1.000 
population!  population 

Area 

Compar- 

ability 

Factor 

Corrected 

Rate 

per  1.000 
population 

Urban 

Chatteris  

1783 

1 08 

19'25 

1117 

S8 

9'83 

Ely  

15  42 

1 05 

16  19 

19  3 

'96 

1S'5 

March 

15  21 

1 07 

16'28 

9 7 

1 02 

9'9 

Whittlesey 

1982 

1 02 

20  2 

10  6 

99 

10  5 

Wisbech  MB 

16  59 

1 05 

174 

16  25 

'89 

14'46 

Aggregate  of 

Urban  Districts 

16  68 

1 05 

17  5 

13  S3 

'95 

12  3 

Rural 

Ely  

IS  1 6 

1 09 

19  79 

10  53 

'90 

9'48 

N.  Witchford 

1 1 56 

1 08 

12'48 

10  11 

'90 

9 10 

Thorney  

IS  07 

'92 

16'62 

6 57 

1 '20 

7'88 

Wisbech  

18  89 

1 07 

20  21 

S 55 

'98 

8'38 

Aggregate  of 

Rural  Districts 

1748 

1 07 

IS '69 

9 47 

95 

8'9 

Whole  County 

16 '99 

1 06 

IS  0 

12  16 

'95 

11'55 
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Table  III. 


ISLE  OF  El 

.Y 

Registered  Births  1 

Registered  Deaths 

1944 

1.535 

1 .01 1 

1945 

1 ,464 

985 

1946 

1 .586 

1,004 

1947 

1,822 

1 ,049 

1948 

1 ,641 

951 

1949 

1 ,625 

1,064 

1950 

1,518 

1,010 

1951 

1,444 

1,027 

1952 

1 ,472 

903 

1953 

1.502 

1,075 

Infant  Mortality. 

A considerable  fall  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  occurred  in  1953 
when  the  rate  was  17-98  per  thousand  births  as  compared  with  27-17 
in  the  preceding  year. 

Five  deaths  were  due  to  congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries, 
etc.;  pneumonia  caused  two  deaths ; whooping  cough  one ; gastritis 
and  enteritis  two;  and  other  causes  seventeen. 


Table  IV. 

Infant  Mortality  Rates. 


Year 

Isle  of  Ely 

England 
and  Wales 

Year 

1 

Isle  of  Ely 

England 
and  Wales 

1918 

109  3 

97 

1936 

60' 29 

59 

1919 

83  8 

89 

1937 

5S  35 

58 

1920 

69  04 

80 

1938 

56  89 

53 

1921 

8513 

S3 

1939 

41  96 

50 

1922 

60  4 

77 

1940 

50  28 

55 

1923 

63  57 

69 

1941 

49  15 

59 

1924 

58 '86 

75 

1942 

50  56 

49 

1925 

65  ’66 

75 

1943 

4588 

49 

1926 

60  42 

70 

1944 

44  9 

46 

1927 

64 '91 

69 

1945 

40  3 

46 

1928 

58  94 

65 

1946 

37  2 

43 

1929 

83  3 

74 

1947 

30  19 

41 

1930 

52  1 9 

60 

1948 

29  86 

34 

1931 

58  1 1 

66 

1949 

26  46 

32 

1932 

53 '68 

65 

1 950 

27  t>7 

29  S 

1933 

57  7 

64 

1951 

28  39 

29  6 

1934 

58 '59 

59 

1952 

27'  1 7 

27  6 

1935 

46  49 

57 

1 953 

17  98 

26  S 

M ATE  R N A L M O RT A L I T Y . 
One  maternal  death  occurred  during  the  year, 
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Principal  Cat  si  s ok  Death. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  including  deaths  from 
intracranial  vascular  disease  remain  the  principal  causes  of  death, 
accounting  for  39  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  during 
1953. 


1 he  percentage  contributions  to  the  total  deaths  made  by 
the  more  important  groups  were  as  shown  below. 


Diseases  of  heart 

1949 

1 95( ) 

1 95 1 

1952 

1 953 

and  circulatory  system 

50-93 

36-63 

36-22 

34-77 

39-6 

Cancer,  all  forms 
Vascular  lesions  of 

16-07 

1 9-3 

18-59 

20-59 

16-9 

nervous  system 
Bronchitis,  pneumonia  & 

12-4 

12-67 

13-37 

13-62 

15-2 

ot  her  respiratory  diseases 

8-74 

8-01 

8-95 

7-6 

5-8 

Violent  causes 

4-88 

4-45 

3-6 

3-3 

4-2 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms 

2-06 

1 -88 

•97 

1-99 

•74 

The  deaths  among  persons  aged  65  years  or  over  amounted  to 
74  per  cent,  of  the  total  in  1953. 


Tuberculosis  Mortality. 

Six  deaths  were  certified  as  caused  by  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
(4  in  males  and  2 in  females)  during  1953. 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rates. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

1934 

'489 

123 

612 

1935 

436 

109 

'545 

1936 

’392 

147 

538 

1937 

'453 

074 

527 

1938 

'294 

147 

441 

1939 

'358 

155 

513 

1 940 

'447 

138 

'584 

1941 

'298 

088 

386 

1942 

1 89 

105 

'295 

1943 

372 

06 

432 

1944 

292 

097 

39 

1945 

235 

123 

'357 

1946 

•227 

047 

275 

1947 

308 

047 

355 

1948 

'262 

045 

308 

1 949 

205 

045 

251 

1950 

181 

034 

214 

1 95 1 

09 

023 

113 

1952 

159 

045 

205 

1953 

068 

023 

09 
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County  of  Isle  of  Ely.  Causes  of  Death  in  Administrative  Areas,  1(.)53. 
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Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  in  the  Administrative  County  of  Isle  of  Ely  in  1953. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OE  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

(Section  22). 

I he  maternity  and  child  welfare  scheme  remained  unchanged 
throughout  the  year,  the  present  system  continuing  to  work  well. 

A nte-natal  and  Post-natal  Services. 

It  is  estimated  that  948  confinements  in  the  county  took  place 
in  maternity  homes  and  hospitals.  The  number  of  combined 
ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  was  unchanged.  The  necessity  of 
holding  separate  post-natal  clinics  has  not  arisen. 


Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics. 


Littleportf 

March  f 

Ely* 

Wisbech* 

No.  of  sessions  . . 

51 

53 

35 

53 

No.  of  women  who 

attended 

57  + 37  pn 

22  -f  12  pn 

74  4-32  pn 

130 

Total  attendances 

212  + 37 

89  4-  12 

3S7  4-  32 

4 GO 

■|  Combined  ante  natal  and  “Combined  ante  natal  and 
post  natal  clinics  con-  post  natal  clinics  con- 
ducted by  medical  ducted  by  midwives 

practitioners 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  care 
of  the  mothers.  General  practitioners  continue  to  hold  sessions  at 
their  surgeries  and  to  pay  home  visits  with  the  midwife  present. 
It  is  hoped  that  resort  to  the  latter  method  will  increase. 

It  is  regretted  that  all  general  practitioners  do  not  take  blood 
specimens  of  expectant  mothers,  as  delay  in  carrying  out  treatment 
to  emergency  cases  admitted  to  hospital  must  undoubtedly  occur 
when  the  mother’s  blood  group  is  not  available.  It  is  hoped  that 
in  future  advantage  will  be  taken  of  the  facilities  now  available  at 
the  local  hospitals. 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

The  clinics  at  Christchurch,  Manea,  and  Mepal  remain  the  only 
ones  provided  directly  by  the  local  health  authority.  An  additional 
clinic,  organised  by  the  local  district  nursing  association,  was  opened 
at  Friday  Bridge.  A general  practitioner  and  the  district  nurse/ 
health  visitor  are  in  charge,  assisted  by  the  district  midwife  and 
ladies  of  the  committee.  The  total  number  of  clinic  committees  to 
whom  the  county  council  pay  grants  is  18,  and  the  total  number  of 
clinics  is  now  21 . 

The  ladies  of  the  voluntary  committees  continue  to  give  valuable 
help  in  the  distribution  of  welfare  foods  and  arrange  the  social  side 
of  the  clinics  by  giving  Christmas  parties  or  annual  outings,  all  of 
which  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  mothers. 

The  local  medical  practitioners  attend  clinics  held  at  Doddington, 
Friday  Bridge,  Haddenham,  Manea,  Mepal,  Thorney,  Sutton, 
Whittlesey,  and  Wisbech.  This  is  an  increase  of  two  during  the 
year. 

Attendances  of  mothers  remain  good,  and  there  is  a high 
immunisation  rate  of  babies  attending  the  clinics. 

Mothers’  clubs  at  Murrow,  Pymoor,  and  Little  Downham  are  held 
regularly.  Owing  to  shortage  of  staff  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
increase  the  number  of  these  clubs. 

Supply  of  Welfare  Foods. 

The  distribution  of  the  welfare  foods  remains  unchanged. 
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ATTENDANCES  AT  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 
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Care  of  Premature  Babies. 

1 wo  Sorrento  cots  and  equipment  are  available  for  use  in  domi- 
ciliary cases,  these  being  stored  at  County  Hall,  March. 

In  view  of  the  recent  findings  that  the  use  of  oxygen  for  premature 
babies  may  be  a possible  cause  of  retrolental  fibroplasia  instructions 
have  been  given  to  midwives  that  the  oxygennaire  apparatus  must 
not  be  used  in  the  patients’  homes. 

The  number  of  premature  babies  born  alive  at  home  and  weighing 
less  than  5|  lbs.  was  15:  of  this  number  1 died  within  24  hours,  and 
13  survived  over  28  days. 

The  number  of  premature  stillbirths  at  home  was  10. 

There  has  been  a reduction  of  1 1 premature  births  at  home 
during  this  year,  the  number  of  premature  stillbirths  remaining 
unchanged. 

Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits. 

The  scheme  as  outlined  in  previous  reports  remains  unchanged, 
and  continues  to  work  satisfactorily. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children. 

The  County  Council  continues  to  make  pro  rata  payments  to  the 
Ely  Diocesan  Association  and  an  annual  grant  to  the  Wisbech 
Society  for  Social  Service  in  respect  of  the  services  rendered  by  the 
two  social  workers. 

During  1953,  38  cases  in  the  Ely  area  were  visited  from  time  to 
time.  Eight  of  these  were  admitted  to  homes  or  hostels  and  the 
county  council  contributed  towards  the  maintenance  charges  in  each 
case.  Seven  cases  were  visited  in  the  Wisbech  area,  two  of  whom 
were  admitted  to  homes  or  hostels,  the  county  council  contributing 
in  each  case. 

Dental  Treatment. 

Unfortunately  it  has  not  been  possible  to  implement  the  proposed 
maternity  and  child  welfare  dental  scheme  because  of  lack  of 
professional  staff. 

Ophth almia  Neonatoru  m . 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  all  occurring  in  domi- 
ciliary practice. 

Maternal  Deaths. 

One  maternal  death  occurred  during  the  year. 

Day  Nurseries. 

There  are  no  day  nurseries  in  the  Isle. 
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MIDW'l  EERY  (Section  23). 

.-1  dministrative  A rrangements. 

The  Isle  of  Elv  Countv  Nursing  Association  acts  as  agent  for  the 


local  supervising  authority. 

Staff. 

Countv  Council. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M 

o 

S.C.M.,  S.E.A.N. 

1 

Total 

3 

County  Nursing  Association. 

Queen’s  Nursing  Sisters 

13 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  ‘ 

7 

S.C.M. , S.E.A.N. 

1 

Total 

21 

All  midwives  employed  by  the  association 

undertake  general 

nursing  and  10  undertake  health  visiting  and  school  nursing,  9 being 
qualified  health  visitors. 

Housing  Accommodation  for  Midwives. 

All  the  midwives  in  the  county  now  live  in  houses  provided  by  the 
county  nursing  association  or  district  nursing  associations,  or  owned 
or  rented  by  the  midwives  themselves. 

Transport. 

Cars  are  available  in  all  areas.  The  three  county  council  midwives 
provide  their  own,  for  which  the  appropriate  allowance  is  paid. 
The  remainder  are  provided  through  the  county  nursing  association. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

The  number  of  midwives  qualified  to  administer  gas/air  analgesia 
is  24.  During  the  year  two  midwives  were  sent  for  instruction  to 
the  Mothers  and  Babies  Hospital,  Clapton.  Two  additional 
machines  have  been  purchased,  the  total  now  available  being  22. 

1 he  total  number  of  domiciliary  cases  to  whom  gas/air  was 
administered  was  505,  or  78%.  Of  this  number  the  medical 
practitioner  was  not  present  at  407  deliveries. 

Administration  of  Pethidine. 

Pethidine  was  given  by  midwives  in  192  cases,  the  doctor  not 
being  present  at  27  deliveries.  The  actual  number  of  cases  booked 
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by  midwives,  where  no  doctor  is  engaged,  is  very  small.  The 
amount  of  pethidine  accordingly,  which  the  midwife  is  permitted 
to  carry  and  which  is  issued  by  the  county  medical  officer,  is  corres- 
pondingly small.  Other  patients  obtain  the  drug  from  the  medical 
practitioner  responsible. 

Midwives’  Act,  1902 — 1926. 

The  superintendent  nursing  officer  and  her  assistant  act  as 
non-medical  supervisors  of  midwives  for  the  local  supervising 
authority. 

The  number  of  midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  practice 
was  69. 

The  number  who  notified  their  intention  to  act  as  maternity 
nurses  was  2. 

Summary  of  Work  Undertaken. 

Deliveries  attended  by  domiciliary  midwives. 

(1)  Doctor  not  engaged 
(a)  Not  present  at  delivery 
(. b ) Present  at  delivery 

Total 

(2)  Doctor  engaged 

(a)  Not  present  at  delivery 

(b)  Present  at  delivery 

Total 

Total 

The  number  of  medical  aid  forms  issued: 

Midwifery 

Where  medical  practitioner  engaged 
Institutional 

Total 


146 

5 


363 

127 


151 


490 

641 


31 

53 

19 


103 


Of  the  total  domiciliary  confinements  495  infants  were  being 
fully  breast  fed  on  the  fourteenth  day,  representing  77%  of  the  total 
births. 

During  the  year  63  mothers  were  discharged  from  hospitals  before 
the  tenth  day;  this  figure  includes  emergency  cases  sent  in  to 
hospital  and  returned  home  two  to  three  days  after  delivery. 
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The  superintendent  nursing  officer  and  her  assistant  paid  344 
visits,  of  which  84  were  routine  inspections  and  260  were  special 
visits,  including  205  home  circumstance  visits  in  connection  with 
selection  of  cases  for  admission  to  maternity  homes  or  hospitals. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  staff  it  was  not  possible  to  arrange  for 
attendances  at  post-graduate  courses. 

General. 

Idle  total  number  of  confinements  was  1 ,589,  of  which  722  took 
place  in  maternity  hospitals  or  homes  in  the  county,  226  in  the 
maternity  unit  of  the  R.A.F.  Hospital,  Ely,  and  641  at  home.  The 
increase  of  65  in  the  latter  figure  over  the  previous  year  was  noted 
to  occur  chiefly  in  the  urban  areas  of  the  county,  and  may  be  due 
to  improved  housing  facilities. 

Selection  of  cases  for  admission  to  hospital  on  social  grounds  is 
continuing  in  the  northern  area,  but  it  is  regretted  that  no  similar 
action  has  been  taken  by  the  hospital  authorities  in  the  southern 
half  of  the  county. 

HEALTH  VISITING  (Section  24). 

The  superintendent  nursing  officer  acts  as  superintendent  health 
visitor  with  the  help  of  one  assistant;  the  health  visitors  undertake 
school  nursing. 

Six  full  time  health  visitors  were  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
In  addition  7 qualified  health  visitors  employed  by  the  county 
nursing  association  undertake  generalised  duties  on  their  respective 
districts.  Dispensation  for  one  district  nurse  midwife  to  undertake 
health  visiting  duties  was  renewed  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 

A further  two  scholarships  were  made  available  by  the  council 
for  health  visitors'  training,  but  no  suitable  applicants  were  forth- 
coming. The  shortage  of  staff  in  this  branch  of  nursing  remains 
acute  and  has  prevented  further  developments  in  the  service.  The 
difficulty  in  obtaining  accommodation  increases  the  difficulty  in  a 
rural  county  and,  although  the  council  arranges  generous  loans 
towards  the  purchase  of  cars,  many  health  visitors  find  it  difficult 
to  meet  the  cost  of  repayment  on  their  present  salary  scale. 

Vacancies  at  31st  December  were:— 

March  . . . . 1 

Chatteris  . . . . 1 

Wisbech  . . . . I 

By  arrangement  with  the  matron  of  a local  maternity  home  one 
of  the  health  visitors  visits  the  home  each  week.  This  is  found  to 
be  of  great  benefit  to  the  mothers  and  staff. 
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ummary  of  Work. 

Number  of  home  visits  paid: — 

Expectant  mothers. 

1st  visits 

341 

Total  visits 

579 

Children  under  E 

1 st  visits 

1 ,448 

Total  visits 

9,905 

Children  1 — 5 yrs. 

1st  visits 

14,786 

Other  visits  including  \ 

isits  to  old  people 

451 

Total  number  of  familie 

s visited  by  health  visitors 

4,835 

HOME  NURSING  (Section  25). 
Summary  of  Staff  employed  at  3 I st  December,  1953. 


Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  . . . . . . 1 

Assistant  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  . . . . 1 

Queen’s  Nurse  Midwives  . . . . . . . . 7 

Queen’s  Nurse  Midwives  with  H.Y.  Cert.  . . . . 7 

District  Nurse  Midwives  . . . . . . . . 5 

District  Nurse  Midwives  with  H.Y.  Cert.  . . . . 2 

S.R.N 1 

S.E.A.N 1 

S.C.M.,  S.E.A.N 1 

S.R.N.  (Part  time)  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

S.E.A.N.  (Part  time)  . . . . . . . . . . 2 
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Number  of  Vacancies. 

Ely  I 

Wisbech  . . . . 1 

Summary  Work. 


Cases 

Visits 

Medical 

3,201 

Medical 

27,512 

Surgical 

940 

Surgical 

8,943 

Infectious  diseases. . 

V) 

Infectious  diseases. . 

7 

Tuberculosis 

25 

Tuberculosis 

327 

Maternal  complications 

14 

Maternal  complications 

84 

Others 

787 

Others 

1 ,045 

Total 

4,969 

Total 

37,918 

28 


Transport . 

Two  new  cars  were  obtained  in  replacement  for  old  ones  which 
were  sold.  The  total  number  of  cars  owned  by  the  association  is 
T2.  In  addition  the  superintendent  nursing  officer,  her  assistant, 
and  two  nurses  provide  their  own  cars,  the  appropriate  allowance 
being  made,  and  bicycles  are  available  in  some  of  the  urban  districts. 

1‘he  county  nursing  association  cars  are  available  for  the  private 
use  of  the  nursing  staff  to  a maximum  of  160  miles  in  any  one  month 
at  a cost  to  the  nurse  of  3kl.  per  mile. 

Accommodation. 

The  second  nurses’  house  to  be  built  and  furnished  by  the  Council 
was  completed  in  July  at  Wisbech  St.  Mary.  The  local  district 
nursing  association  is  helping  to  purchase  additional  items  of 
furniture. 

On  the  retirement  of  the  nurse  employed  in  the  parishes,  the 
Gorefield  and  Leverington  Nursing  Guild  agreed  to  rent  the  nurse’s 
house  to  the  county  nursing  association.  The  house  has  been 
furnished  by  the  association  with  the  help  of  the  newly  formed 
district  nursing  association,  and  a garage  has  been  erected  adjoining 
the  house. 

Owing  to  a change  of  nurse  the  county  nursing  association  found 
it  necessary  to  furnish  the  nurse’s  house  at  Sutton.  This  house  is 
rented  from  the  Ely  Rural  District  Council. 

Negotiations  with  the  Wisbech  Borough  Council  to  obtain  a plot 
of  land  on  which  to  erect  one  of  the  two  proposed  nurses’  houses  are 
in  progress.  The  other  site  is  already  available  and  it  is  expected 
that  building  will  commence  during  the  next  financial  year.  At  the 
present  time  the  county  council,  at  the  request  of  the  county 
nursing  association,  has  increased  the  grant  made  towards  the  cost 
of  the  existing  nurses’  home  in  Wisbech. 

Staff. 

The  staff  position  in  Wisbech  improved  during  the  year.  It  is, 
however,  necessary  to  continue  the  employment  of  part-time  nurses 
there  as  well  as  in  other  districts  in  the  county.  It  is  found  that 
their  help  is  particularly  useful  in  caring  for  the  chronic  sick,  thus 
leaving  the  permanent  staff  free  to  care  for  the  more  acute  type  of 
case.  No  permanent  full-time  relief  nurse  has  been  employed, 
off-duty  periods,  holidays,  and  sick  time  having  been  arranged 
with  neighbouring  nurses. 

I wo  Queen’s  nurses  successfully  completed  their  health  visitors’ 
training  and  one  nurse  her  Queen’s  district  training.  It  is  hoped 
to  send  others  for  training  in  the  future. 


Lau ndry  A llowancc. 

The  county  nursing  association  has  increased  the  professional 
laundry  allowance  for  all  nurses  to  7 - per  week,  payable  when  on 
duty.  A corresponding  increase  was  made  to  the  county  council 
midwives. 

Home  Care  and  Nursing  Service. 

Thirteen  patients  have  been  discharged  home  from  Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital  to  the  care  of  their  general  medical  practitioners  and  local 
district  nurses.  In  each  case  a detailed  report  of  the  treatment  and 
nursing  required  was  submitted  by  the  home  care  almoner. 

District  Nursing  Associations. 

In  some  areas  of  the  county  the  local  district  nursing  associations 
have  been  re-formed.  In  some  of  those  already  in  being  funds  have 
been  raised  to  purchase  additional  articles  for  the  use  of  patients  or 
extra  furniture  for  the  nurse’s  house.  In  three  districts  a chiropody 
service  for  the  chronic  sick  and  pensioners  is  financed  from  voluntary 
funds,  the  chiropodist  paying  home  visits  or  holding  regular  clinic 
sessions. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  (Section  26). 
Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  arrangements  for  immunisation  have  continued,  whereby 
sessions  are  held  at  infant  welfare  centres  in  the  county.  In 
addition,  arrangements  are  made  as  numbers  accumulate  to  hold 
special  immunisation  sessions  in  school  clinics  or  on  school  premises. 

Propaganda. 

Each  registrar  supplies  information  of  the  births  registered  in 
his  district  and  a personal  letter  is  sent  to  all  parents  as  to  the 
protection  afforded  and  the  times  advised  for  immunisation  and 
vaccination.  Special  greetings  cards  containing  information  relating 
to  immunisation  are  posted  to  all  infants  on  their  first  birthday. 

The  health  visitors  and  school  nurses  and  all  other  county  nursing 
staff  carry  supplies  of  leaflets  giving  information  regarding  the 
facilities  available  for  immunisation,  which  they  distribute  in  the 
homes  or  at  clinics.  Health  visitors  have  a special  responsibility  for 
collecting  forms  of  consent  and  for  completing  records. 

In  addition  to  this  systematic  propaganda  general  publicity  is 
also  given  to  the  scheme  by  means  of  handbills  and  posters. 
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Medical  A r range ments. 

All  practitioners  in  the  area  are  afforded  an  opportunity  of  taking 
part  in  the  authority’s  arrangements  for  carrying  out  individual 
immunisations.  The  county  medical  staff,  with  the  assistance  of 
health  visitors  and  school  nurses,  attend  specially  arranged  sessions 
and  they  also  carry  out  individual  immunisations  at  the  infant 
welfare  centres  which  they  attend. 

Records. 

Completed  records  are  submitted  by  the  county  medical  staff  and 
general  practitioners,  and  the  latter  receive  payment  in  accordance 
with  the  approved  scale  of  fees. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  immunisations  carried 
out  in  the  various  areas  during  the  period  1st  January  to  hist 
December,  1953. 


Under 
1 yr 

1 yr 

2 yrs. 

3 vrs 

4 vrs. 

5—9 

yrs. 

10—14 

vrs. 

Total 

B'ster 

Chatteris  U.D. 

3 

37 

1 

i 

43 

2 

Ely  U.D 

4 

60 

3 

3 

1 

10 

i 

82 

39 

March  U.D 

13 

112 

13 

7 

3 

4 

i 

153 

10 

Whittlesey  U.D.  ... 

12 

65 

13 

4 

3 

22 

3 

122 

49 

Wisbech  M B. 

13 

99 

6 

1 

4 

49 

172 

74 

Ely  R D 

13 

117 

15 

9 

10 

12 

3 

179 

91 

X Witch  ford  K.D. 

22 

5 

3 

10 

9 

42 

67 

Thorney  K.D. 

1 

1 1 

i 

1 

1 

O 

17 

... 

Wisbech  R.D. 

9 

87 

12 

6 

2 

29 

145 

100 

TOTAL  ... 

68 

610 

70 

34 

24 

139 

10 

955 

432 

Vaccination. 

General  medical  practitioners  have  agreed  to  be  responsible  for 
individual  vaccinations,  either  in  the  homes  or  at  their  surgeries, 
and  no  special  sessional  arrangements  are  made. 

All  that  has  been  already  said  with  regard  to  propaganda  and 
payment  of  fees  applies  to  the  vaccination  service  as  well. 
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During  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1953,  the 
following  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations  were  performed: — ■ 

under  2 — 4 5 — 14  15  yrs. 

1 yr.  1 yr.  yrs.  yrs.  & over  Total 

Primary..  ..  359  9 14  19  47  448 

Re-vaccinations  - - - 6 53  59 

Arrangements  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  smallpox. 

In  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  smallpox,  arrangements  would  be 
made  at  short  notice  to  direct  the  county  medical  and  nursing  staffs 
to  assist  in  coping  with  the  increased  demand  for  vaccination  and 
re- vaccination.  If  necessary,  premises  would  be  specially  hired  for 
the  purpose  and  the  assistance  of  general  practitioners  called  in. 
The  public  would  be  fully  informed  of  all  steps  taken  to  control  the 
outbreak. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE  (Section  27). 

The  ambulances  were  operated  as  in  previous  years,  the  directly 
owned  vehicles  being  maintained  and  run  by  garage  firms  at  Wisbech 
March,  Chatteris,  and  Ely.  The  vehicles  at  Whittlesey,  Littleport, 
and  Manea  as  previously  were  run  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  and  Manea  New  Ambulance  Committee. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  statistics  given  below  that  demands  upon 
the  service  increased  during  the  year  and  I understand  this  increase 
in  demand  is  not  confined  to  the  Isle  of  Ely.  The  increased  use 
of  the  service  is  to  a great  extent  due  to  the  extension  of  treatment 
facilities,  particularly  those  for  physiotherapy. 

Patients  were  conveyed  to  and  from  distant  hospitals  by  rail 
whenever  possible,  this  being  a very  economical  method  of  transport. 
The  staff  of  British  Railways  are  always  most  helpful  in  these 
matters. 

A new  ambulance  has  been  ordered  for  service  at  Ely  and  when 
this  is  delivered  it  is  proposed  to  transfer  the  post-war  Humber 
ambulance  from  Ely  to  Wisbech  and  take  out  of  service  at  Wisbech 
the  old  pre-war  Morris,  thus  equipping  Wisbech  with  three  post-war 
vehicles. 

The  experience  of  the  Middlesex  Ambulance  Service  during  the 
rescue  operations  subsequent  to  the  serious  rail  disaster  at  Harrow 
showed  the  value  of  emergency  medical  boxes,  equipped  with  am- 
putation equipment,  drugs,  and  dressings,  which  could  be  quickly 
available  on  the  scene  of  serious  accidents.  Accordingly  three 
boxes  were  purchased  and  are  available  through  the  police  at 
Wisbech,  March,  and  Ely. 
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There  is  still  room  for  economy  in  the  use  of  the  service  and  this, 
1 think,  could  best  he  brought  about  by  those  persons  authorised 
to  call  upon  the  service. 

Statistics. 


The  figures  for  the  ambulances  were  as  follows:— 


Total  for 

Year 

1 953 

1 952 

1951 

1950 

Mileage 

99,480 

91,940 

88,721 

100,088 

Patients 

6,780 

5,794 

4,223 

4,087 

Calls 

3,766 

3,538 

3,294 

3,677 

le  figures  for  the  sitting-case  car 

■ service 

are  given 

below : — 

Total  for 

Year 

1 953 

1952 

1 95 1 

1950 

Mileage 

136,719 

119,455 

122,261 

133,715 

Patients 

10,563 

8,588 

7,197 

4,760 

Calls 

3,844 

3,437 

3,1  14 

3,447 

AMBULANCES. 


No.  of 
Ambulances 

Where  garaged 

Wisbech  ... 

Three 

Messrs.  Denniss' 
Garage,  Sutton  Rd., 
Wisbech 

March 

Two 

Messrs.  Peck  & Packer, 
Ltd., 

Dartford  Road,  March 

Ely 

One 

Messrs  T H.  Nice  it 
Co.,  Ltd.,  St  Mary’s 
Street,  Ely 

Chatteris ... 

One 

Messrs.  Crawley  & 
Crawley,  Chatteris 

Manea 

One 

Ambulance  Garage, 
School  Lane,  Manea 

Whittlesey 

One 

St.  John  Ambulance 
Division,  Plough  Rd. , 
Whittlesey 

1 .ittleport 

One 

Private  Garage, 

Hempfield  Road, 

1 .ittleport 

Note:  In  addition  one  infectious  disease  ambulance  is 
stationed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  St.  John's  Road,  Ely. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS— CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 

(Section  28). 


Tuberculosis. 

Dr.  Downes  reports: — 

1.  Contact  Examination:  Every  effort  is  made  for  complete 
examination  of  the  occupants  of  the  affected  household  as  well 
as  members  of  the  family  and  other  close  contacts  residing 
locally.  The  arrangements  for  appointments  are  made 
normally  by  the  health  visitor. 

2.  Where  possible  and  where  it  is  considered  to  be  justified  a mass 
miniature  radiography  survey  of  large  contact  groups  is  effected. 

3.  Employment  and  Rehabilitation : Primary  aim  is  to  restore  the 
patient  to  his  normal  occupation  prior  to  the  onset  of  illness. 
Commonly  part-time  work  is  initiated  as  a preliminary  to 
full-time  employment.  Where  such  measures  are  impracticable 
efforts  are  made  to  encourage  occupational  retraining  under  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  Rehabilitation  Scheme  or  at  such  a centre 
as  Papworth. 

4.  Prevention  of  spread  of  infection:  Patients  who  are  infective  or 
dubiously  infective  are  discouraged  from  working  in  the 
handling  or  serving  of  foodstuffs  for  public  consumption. 

All  patients  are  instructed  in  the  personal  hygienic  measures 
necessary  to  minimise  spread  of  infection  and  periodic  super- 
vision is  given  from  this  point  of  view.  This  service  is  perform- 
ed to  a large  extent  by  the  health  visitor  on  the  occasion  of  the 
periodic  home  visits. 


Year 


Number  of  New  Cases  Number  of  New 
Notified  Contacts  Examined 


1951  72  ..  ..  233 

1952  59  ..  184 

1953  80  ..  237 

These  figures  exclude  mass  radiography  surveys  as  referred 
to  in  paragraph  2. 

During  the  year  58  patients  were  recommended  for  sanatorium 
treatment,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  54  patients  had  been  admitted 


to  the  following  sanatoria:— 

Papworth  Hospital,  Cambridge  . . 15 

Nayland  Sanatorium  . . . . . . 10 

Holt  Children’s  Sanatorium  . . . . 5 

Newmarket  Hospital  . . . . . . 10 

Hartismere  Hospital  . . . . . . 2 

Norwich  Isolation  Hospital  . . . , 1 
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Kclling  Sanatorium  . . . . . . 6 

Bourne  Isolation  Hospital  . . . . 2 

Bramblewood  Sanatorium  . . . . 1 

Foxhall  Sanatorium  . . . . . . 1 

Fletcher  Convalescent  Home..  ..  1 

Eighty-eight  notifications  have  been  received  during  the  year, 
seventy-four  of  which  were  pulmonary  and  fourteen  non-pulmonary. 

T uberculosis  1 isitor. 

The  tuberculosis  visitor  and  social  worker  attended  209  clinic 
sessions  and  paid  home  visits  to  1,168  cases  during  the  year. 

Rehabilitation. 

One  female  patient  was  colonised  at  Papworth  Village  Settlement 
during  the  year,  making  a total  of  three  male  and  one  female 
patients  in  the  colony. 

Shelters. 

Five  shelters  are  provided  by  the  council  for  use  by  patients  living 
in  overcrowded  conditions  or  under  insanitary  circumstances. 

Comforts , etc. 

The  close  relationship  established  with  voluntary  organisations 
has  continued  and  sick  room  equipment  and  nursing  requisites  have 
been  provided  when  needed. 

Mass  Radiography  Unit. 

The  mass  radiography  unit  of  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital 
Board  visited  Ely,  Littleport,  and  Wisbech  during  1953  to  carry  out 
public  surveys. 


The  following  table  shows  the  various  details: 


Ely 

Littleport 

Wk 

Tech 

M 

F 

51 

F 

M 

F 

No.  attended  for  X-ray  . . 

1,309  1,468 

495 

491 

1 ,691 

1 ,648 

General  public 

1,199  1 

,126 

466 

448 

1 ,326 

1 ,248 

Expectant  mothers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

Chest  clinic  contacts  . . 

6 

9 

— 

— 

3 

5 

School  children 

90 

293 

27 

17 

347 

369 

School  staff 

14 

40 

<> 

6 

18 

31 

No.  recalled  for  full  size 
films 

125 

98 

44 

35 

No.  passed  after  full  size 
films 

90 

72 

Defaulters  for  full  size 
films 

4 

3 

<> 

3 

Referred  for  further 
investigation 

31 

23 

14 

10 

35 


Mental  Illness. 


The  mental  health  officer  and  his  assistants  continued  to  carry  out 
the  social  after-care  of  mental  patients.  In  this  service  they  made 
578  visits  during  the  year.  Experience  shows  that  these  visits  may 
he  classified  in  four  categories: — Firstly,  follow-up  work  of  a 
superficial  kind;  secondly,  regular  contact  over  a short  period  of 
time  in  order  to  enable  the  patient  to  regain  confidence;  thirdly, 
more  complicated,  supportive  care  which  may  be  necessary  for  a 
period  of  years  in  cases  of  discharged  patients  who  still  have  a residue 
of  mental  symptoms  but  are  able  to  make  a partial  adjustment 
whilst  working  and  managing  to  live  in  the  community;  and 
fourthly,  preventive  work. 

A survey  of  the  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  produced  the 
following  information: — 

Discharged  from  mental  hospitals  in  1947  . . 2 
Discharged  from  mental  hospitals  in  1948  . . 2 
Discharged  from  mental  hospitals  in  1949  . . 3 

Discharged  from  mental  hospitals  in  1950  . . 20 

Discharged  from  mental  hospitals  in  1951  . . 32 

Discharged  from  mental  hospitals  in  1952  . . 75 

Discharged  from  mental  hospitals  in  1953  . . 78 


Total  dealt  with  during  1953  . . . . 212 

Cases  closed  during  1953  . . . . 67 


Cases  on  the  register  on  31st  December,  1953  145 


Good  contacts  were  maintained  with  consultants,  psychiatric 
social  workers,  and  general  practitioners,  as  well  as  with  local 
voluntary  and  statutory  bodies,  particularly  the  local  offices  of  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  in  connection  with  the  placing  of  certain  dis- 
charged patients,  and  with  employers  who  have  been  influenced  to 
appreciate  the  difficulties  experienced  by  some  patients  in  resuming 
employment. 


Other  Types  of  Illness. 

Medical  Loans. 

As  in  earlier  years  loan  cupboards,  containing  a wide  variety  of 
home  nursing  requisites,  have  been  maintained  by  the  district 
nursing  associations;  21  larger  items  of  sick-room  equipment  and 
wheel-chairs  have  been  supplied  on  loan  to  persons  in  different 
parts  of  the  county,  on  behalf  of  the  council,  by  the  Cambridgeshire 
and  Isle  of  Ely  Branch  of  the  British  Bed  Cross  Society,  supplemen- 
ted in  the  March  district  by  1 1 issues  from  the  medical  comforts 
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depot  of  the  March  division  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 
The  recipients  are  now  not  required  to  pay  for  the  loan  of  these 
articles. 

Convalescence. 

Recuperative  holidays  continue  to  he  provided,  during  the  winter 
months,  at  “Highcliffe,”  Hunstanton,  by  the  continuation  of  the 
arrangement  with  the  Isle  of  Ely  Society  for  the  Blind. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  (Section  ‘29). 


At  the  end  of  the  year  55  home  helps,  all  but  two  of  whom  were 
part-time,  were  being  employed.  During  the  year  help  was  provided 


in  the  following  cases: — 

Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  . . . . 18 

Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Chronic  sick  (including  aged  and  infirm)  . . . . 157 

Others  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 


The  number  of  cases  has  increased  during  the  year  but  the  service 
has  enabled  a number  of  persons  who  would  otherwise  have  required 
institutional  accommodation  to  remain  in  their  homes. 


The  greater  portion  of  the  time  devoted  to  this  work  is  to  the  aged 
and  infirm. 


The  home  care  and  nursing  service  in  connection  with  Adden- 
brooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge,  has  continued  in  operation.  Of  13 
cases  discharged  whose  residence  was  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  none  was 
provided  with  home  help  service. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (Section  51). 

The  service  for  carrying  out  the  local  health  authority’s  respon- 
sibilities in  connection  with  the  initial  care  of  persons  suffering  from 
mental  illness  and  the  provision  of  supervision  of  mental  defectives 
is  operated  by  the  mental  health  staff,  which  consists  of  five  officers 
who  also  carry  out  the  council’s  welfare  duties  under  the  National 
Assistance  Act;  they  are  the  mental  health  officer  and  three  assis- 
tants (two  part-time),  all  duly  authorised  officers,  and  a junior 
assistant. 

A home  teacher  for  mental  defectives,  in  addition  to  teaching  in 
their  own  homes  defectives  who  cannot  attend  one  of  the  part-time 
occupation  centres,  supervises  the  three  part-time  centres,  known  as 
Blue  Bird  Clubs,  at  Ely,  March,  and  Wisbech ; she  is  assisted  at  each 
by  helpers  from  a local  voluntary  mental  welfare  committee, 
formed  for  the  purpose,  who  are  able  to  provide  the  individual 
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attention  for  such  defectives  as  require  it.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
plans  were  being  made  for  the  opening  of  a centre  at  Whittlesey 
which  will,  with  those  already  open,  cover  the  whole  county.  The 
number  in  regular  attendance  at  the  centres  has  increased  during  the 
year  from  39  to  44;  defectives  receiving  home  teaching  numbered 
25  as  compared  with  21  at  the  end  of  1952. 

Particulars  of  the  centres  are  as  follows: — 


Centre 

Ely 


March 


Premises 

used 


Day  of  Chairman  of  the 

Meeting  local  Voluntary  Committee 


The  Clinic,  Friday 

St.  Mary’s  Street. 


Lady  Brackenbury, 

97,  Cambridge  Road, 
Ely. 


“Oakwood  House,”  Wednesday 
Youth  Centre, 

West  End. 


Mrs.  F.  Sole, 
“Woodcroft,” 
The  Avenue, 
March. 


Wisbech  The  Women’s  Tuesday 
Institute  Hall, 

Alexandra  Road. 


Mrs.  S.  J.  Poole, 

3,  Wilber  force  Rd., 
Wisbech. 
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Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts  1890 — 1930  as  amended  by  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

HEALTH  SERVICE  PATIENTS  IN  MENTAL  HOSPITALS. 

Certified  Voluntary  Total 
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Summary  of  case  work. 

Cases  investigated  . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 

Removed  to  mental  hospitals  on  Summary  Reception 
Orders  (Section  16,  Lunacy  Act,  1890)  . . . . . . 24 

Removed  to  designated  hospital  on  Duly  Authorised 

Officers’  Three-Day  orders  (Section  20,  Lunacy  Act,  1890)  23 

Removed  to  designated  hospitals  on  Justices’  14-day  orders  1 

Admitted  to  mental  hospitals  as  voluntary  patients  (Section 

1,  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930)  . . . . . . . . 58 

Admitted  to  mental  hospitals  as  temporary  patients  (Sec- 
tion 5,  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930) 

Admitted  to  mental  hospitals  on  Urgency  Orders  (Section 

17,  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930  . . , . . . . . 6 

No  admission  effected.  . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Transport. 

Conveyance  to  mental  hospitals  was  arranged  as  follows:— 

By  the  mental  health  staff  in  their  own  cars  . . . . 87 

By  the  council’s  car /ambulance  service  . . . . 9 

Voluntary  patients  making  their  own  ararngements  . . 16 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913  -38. 


I. 

(1) 


Particulars  oi-  Mental  Defectives  as  on 
1953. 

Number  of  ascertained  mental  defectives  found 
to  be  “subject  to  be  dealt  with” 

(a)  In  institutions  (including  cases  on  licence 

therefrom) 

Under  16  years  of  age 
Aged  16  years  and  over 

(b)  Under  guardianship  (including  cases  on 

licence  therefrom) 

Under  16  years  of  age 
Aged  16  years  and  over 

(c)  In  “places  of  safety” 

(d)  Under  statutory  supervision  (excluding 

cases  on  licence) 

Under  16  years  of  age 
Aged  16  years  and  over 


1st  January, 
M F T 


5 3 S 

50  52  102 


1 2 3 


15  9 24 

49  57  106 


Total  ascertained  cases  found  to  be  “subject  to 

be  dealt  with”  120  123  243 

Number  of  cases  awaiting  removal  M F T 
to  an  Institution  . . . . 8 10  18 

(2)  Number  of  mental  defectives  not  at  present 
“subject  to  be  dealt  with”  but  over  whom 
some  voluntary  form  of  supervision  is  main- 
tained 


Linder  16  years  of  age 

o 

— 

O 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

31 

27 

58 

Total  number  of  defectives  (1)  plus  (2) 

153 

150 

303 

(3)  Number  of  mental  defectives  receiving  training 
(a)  In  part-time  day-training  centres 

Under  16  years  of  age 

(i 

4 

Aged  1 6 years  and  over 

13 

21 

34 

(b)  At  home 

Under  16  years  of  age 

— 

1 

1 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

7 

17 

24 
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Particulars  of  Cases  reported  during  the 

YEAR 

1953 

Ascertainment 

M 

F 

T 

(a)  Cases  reported  bv  local  education  authori- 

ties  (Section  57,  Education  Act,  1944).  . 

8 

3 

11 

(b)  Other  ascertained  defectives  reported  and 

found  to  be  “subject  to  be  dealt  with” . . 

3 

2 

5 

Total  ascertained  defectives  found  to  be  “sub- 

ject  to  be  dealt  with” 

11 

5 

16 

(c)  Other  reported  cases  ascertained  who  are 

not  at  present  “subject  to  be  dealt  with” 

10 

1 

11 

Total  number  of  cases  reported  during  the  year 

21 

6 

27 

Disposal  of  cases  reported  during  the  year 

M 

F 

T 

(a)  Ascertained  defectives  found  to  be  “subject 

to  be  dealt  with” 

(i)  Admitted  to  institutions 

1 

- 

1 

(ii)  Placed  under  guardianship  . . 

- 

- 

- 

(iii)  Placed  under  statutory  supervision  . . 

10 

5 

15 

Total  ascertained  defectives  found  to  be  “sub- 

ject  to  be  dealt  with” 

11 

5 

16 

( b ) Cases  not  at  present  “subject  to  be  dealt 

with” 

(i)  Placed  under  voluntary  supervision.  . 

10 

1 

1 1 

(ii)  Action  pending 

— 

— 

— 

Total  (a)  and  ( b ) 

21 

6 

27 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  in  Institu 

tions 

UNDER 

Community  Care  including  voluntary  su 

PERVISION 

OR 

in  “Places  of  Safety”  on  1st  January,  19; 

53,  WHO  HAVE 

CEASED  TO  BE  UNDER  ANY  OF  THESE  FORMS  OF 

CARE 

DURI 

NG 

1953. 

M 

F 

T 

[a)  Ceased  to  be  under  care 

\b)  Died,  removed  from  area,  or  lost  sight  of.  . 

8 

8 

16 

8 

9 

17 

Total 

16 

17 

33 

IV.  Of  the  total  number  of  Mental  Defectives  known  to  the 
Local  Health  Authority. 

(a)  Number  who  have  given  birth  to  children 
while  unmarried  during  1953 
(/;)  Number  who  have  married  during  1953  . . 
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Feeble-minded 

persons 

Imbeciles  ... 

Idiots 

Moral  defectives  ... 

Total  

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 


Provision  of  Accommodation  (Sections  21 — 28). 

On  20th  August  the  first  residents  were  received  into  “Coronation 
Close,”  March,  which  was  officially  opened  by  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Earl  of  Cranbrooke,  M.A.,  D.L.,  J.P.,  Chairman  of  the  East 
Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board  on  14th  October,  1953. 

“Coronation  Close”  is  the  first  home  of  its  type  to  be  provided  in 
the  county,  and  is  one  of  a comparative  few  throughout  the  country 
in  which  a new  building,  specially  designed  for  the  purpose,  has 
been  used. 

The  building  is  designed  to  accommodate  thirty  persons  of  both 
sexes.  All  the  residents’  rooms  are  on  the  ground  floor,  and  the 
accommodation  provided  includes  twenty-two  single  bedrooms,  two 
rooms  each  containing  two  single  beds  and  one  room  with  four 
single  beds.  The  common  rooms  include  a lounge  and  dining, 
smoking,  and  quiet  rooms.  All  these  rooms  face  the  garden 
on  the  south  side  of  the  building. 

The  staff  consists  of  the  matron,  an  assistant  matron/cook,  an 
attendant,  a gardener/handyman,  and  two  part-time  domestics. 

The  development  of  plans  to  provide  further  accommodation 
continued  with  the  result  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  44,  St.  Mary’s 
Street,  Ely,  providing  accommodation  for  twenty-four  residents, 
was  almost  ready  for  occupation  and  a site  had  been  purchased  for 
a home  to  be  erected  at  Wisbech. 


Persons  provided  with  Accommodation. 


1953 


On  31st 

Recep- 

Depar- 

■ On  31st 

Dec.,  1952 

tions 

tures 

Dec.,  195; 

In  the  Council’s 

Men 

— 

12 

1 

11 

Old  Persons’  Home 

Women 

— 

11 

1 

10 

In  Part-User 

Men 

76 

37 

44 

69 

Accommodation 

Women 

34 

10 

12 

32 

(within  the  County) 

By  other  Local 

Men 

3 

4 

3 

4 

Authorities 

Women 

1 

5 

5 

1 

By  arrangement 

Men 

4 

3 

O 

5 

with  Voluntary 

Women 

2 

1 

- 

3 

Associations 

TOTAL 

120 

83 

68 

135 

44 


Welfare  of  ini'  Blind. 


So  far  as  blind  welfare  is  concerned  the  service  is  organised  and 
administered  by  the  Isle  of  Ely  Society  for  the  Blind,  as  agents  for 
the  council,  and  the  general  administrative  work  is  undertaken  by 
the  secretary  of  the  society.  The  county  medical  officer  acts  in  a 
supervisory  capacity  in  relation  to  the  administration  of  the  blind 
welfare  service  and,  in  addition  to  the  full-time  secretary,  a full-time 
home-teacher  is  also  employed. 

The  secretary,  Miss  D.  Marshall,  has  kindly  submitted  the 
following  report : — 

ISLE  OF  ELY  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Report  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1953. 

There  were  219  names  on  the  register  for  the  blind  at  the  31st 
December,  1953 — an  increase  of  9 on  the  number  a year  previous. 
38  new  cases  of  blindness  have  been  registered;  there  were  19 
deaths;  7 persons,  after  receiving  treatment  were  de-certihed ; 
2 blind  persons  were  transferred  into  this  area  and  5 were  transferred 
to  other  areas. 

There  were  52  names  on  the  register  for  partially  sighted.  18  new 
cases  were  registered  during  the  year;  8 were  registered  blind; 
there  were  4 deaths ; 2 persons  were  de-certihed  and  1 was  trans- 
ferred out  of  the  area. 

Augmentation  of  wages  is  paid  to  three  home  workers.  The 
committee  considered  the  proposed  scale  of  wages  prepared  by  the 
Local  Authorities  Advisory  Committee  which  the  County  Councils 
Association  approved,  and  recommended  its  adoption  by  the  county 
council  from  the  1st  April,  1954.  The  new  scale  increases  the  present 
rate  of  augmentation  from  £2  per  week  to  £2  15s.  Od.  for  men  and 
£2  5s.  Od.  for  women. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  on  the  24th  June. 
Alderman  J.  W.  A.  Ollard  was  re-appointed  president.  The  executive 
committee,  consisting  of  12  representatives  of  the  county  council, 
9 representatives  of  the  district  councils  and  12  members  of  the 
society,  was  re-appointed  with  the  exception  of  the  Rev.  V.  H.  E. 
Ritson  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Cope  who  have  resigned. 

Mr.  \V.  L.  Cobb’s  employment  as  home  teacher  ceased  on  the  30th 
April.  Mrs.  E.  M.  Brown  was  appointed  to  commence  her  duties 
as  home  teacher  on  the  19th  October. 

I he  annual  outings  took  place  on  three  days  in  August  when  144 
blind  persons  and  their  guides,  accompanied  by  members  of  the 
St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade,  were  taken  to  Hunstanton  in  5 
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coaches.  Lunch  and  tea  were  provided.  The  weather  was  pleasant 
and  the  excursions  appeared  to  be  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  everyone. 

A gift  of  10/-  was  given  to  each  registered  blind  person  to  mark 
the  Coronation. 

Christmas  gifts  of  £1  were  given  to  adult  blind  persons  living  in 
their  own  homes,  and  15/-  to  blind  children.  Gifts  to  the  value  of 
15/-  were  presented  to  blind  persons  in  Tower  Hospital,  Ely,  and 
Clarkson  Hospital,  Wisbech. 

The  social  classes  continued  throughout  the  year  at  the  three 
centres-  March,  Ely  and  Wisbech.  The  Rotarians  kindly  transport 
blind  persons  to  and  from  the  Wisbech  centre. 

The  Rotary  Club  of  Wisbech  and  the  March  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce each  offered  stands  at  their  Trades  Fairs.  A great  deal  of 
interest  was  aroused  by  our  displays;  articles  made  by  the  blind 
were  sold  and  orders  taken. 

During  the  year  68  blind  persons  and  50  guides  from  the  Isle  of 
Ely  and  106  blind  and  49  guides  from  other  areas  and  1 welfare  case 
have  spent  holidays  at  our  holiday  hostel  in  Hunstanton.  This 
includes  25  persons  who  were  at  the  hostel  for  Christmas  and  all 
declared  it  had  been  their  best  Christmas  holiday.  Glowing  reports 
from  all  visitors  of  their  happy  holidays  continue  to  be  received. 

By  various  methods  the  sum  of  £1,826  2s.  5d.  has  been  raised 
during  the  year  for  our  voluntary  fund. 

The  society  is  anxious  to  provide  a residential  home  for  blind 
persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  and  the  county  council  has 
agreed  to  staff  and  maintain  such  a home  if  suitable  premises  are 
obtained. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  Isle  of  Ely  participate  in 
the  scheme  for  a placement  service  for  the  blind  which  would  be 
organised  by  the  Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind.  The  cost 
to  the  council  would  be  at  the  rate  of  £1  for  every  registered  blind 
person  between  the  ages  of  16  and  59. 


CHILDREN  ACT,  1948. 

The  Care  of  Children  Committee  set  up  in  1948  has  continued  to 
be  responsible  for  the  following: — 

(a)  Parts  II  and  IV  of  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933. 

(/>)  Provisions  relating  to  Child  Life  Protection  contained  in 
Part  VII  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

(r)  The  Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act,  1939. 

(d)  The  Children  Act,  1948. 
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The  children’s  officer  works  in  close  liaison  with  the  medical  and 
nursing  staffs  of  the  county. 

Visits  in  connection  with  child  life  protection  to  children  aged 
5 years  and  under  were  carried  out  by  the  health  visitors. 

Medical  reports  on  children  residing  in  the  various  homes  main- 
tained by  the  council  were  provided  from  time  to  time  by  the 
medical  officers,  together  with  the  statutory  reports  on  boarded-out 
children. 

Certain  advisory  visits  were  made  to  the  homes. 


NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS 
REGULATION  ACT,  1948. 

Seven  persons  had  been  registered  as  child  minders  up  to  31st 
December,  1953. 


REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES. 

One  nursing  home  was  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  containing 
two  maternity  beds  and  five  beds  for  other  types  of  cases. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Acts. 

Elv  Urban  District. 

Water.  Plans  for  the  construction  of  a new  surface  storage  tank 
are  under  consideration  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Sewerage.  During  the  year  a small  disposal  works  was  completed 
for  council  houses  at  Prickwillow. 

Whittlesey  Urban  District. 

Water.  The  council  submitted  proposals  for  the  extension  of  a 
water  main  along  Quakers  Drove  and  this  was  approved  by  the 
county  council. 

Sewerage.  Progress  was  slow  in  connection  with  the  work  of 
providing  sewers  for  Coates  and  Eastrea. 

Ely  Rural  District. 

Sewerage.  The  medical  officer  of  health  draws  special  attention 
to  the  need  for  sewage  disposal  arrangements  in  the  area. 
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North  Witchford  Rural  District. 

Water.  During  the  year  work  has  been  commenced  on  laying  a 
4"  main  from  Doddington  to  Benwick.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
main  had  reached  the  first  house  in  Benwick. 

Sewerage.  New  sewerage  systems  and  sewage  disposal  plants  for 
Wimblington  and  Manea  housing  estates  were  completed  during  the 
year.  The  filter  beds  at  Doddington  were  also  overhauled  and  new 
media  provided. 

Wisbech  Rural  District. 

Water.  Extension  of  mains  amounted  to  1 ,678  yards  as  compared 
with  14,819  yards  in  previous  year. 

Sewage  disposal.  The  council’s  housing  sites  at  Leverington, 
Gorefield,  Tydd  St.  Giles,  Wisbech  St.  Mary,  Guyhirn,  Murrow, 
Fridaybridge,  Upwell,  Outwell,  and  Gosmoor  Lane  are  all  provided 
with  sewage  pumps  and  filters,  which  are  working  satisfactorily. 

Housing. 

Chatteris  Urban  District. 

During  1953,  28  houses  had  been  completed  by  the  council,  3 by 
private  enterprise,  and  9 by  the  housing  association.  At  31st 
December,  1953,  52  houses  were  in  course  of  erection,  42  by  the 
council,  4 by  private  enterprise,  and  6 by  the  housing  association. 

March  Urban  District. 

During  the  year  43  houses  were  completed  by  the  council  and  23 
private  houses  under  licences  granted  by  the  council. 

47  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  erection  of  private 
dwellings,  35  being  for  owner  occupation  and  12  for  letting. 

Whittlesey  Urban  District. 

During  the  year  87  houses  were  erected,  56  by  the  council  and  31 


by  private  enterprise. 

Elv  Rural  District. 

Number  of  houses  completed  by  council  in  1953:— 

Bungalows  Houses  Houses 

2-bedrooms  2-bedrooms  3-bedrooms  Total 

20  4 63  87 

Under  construction  at  31st  December,  1953  . . . . 143 

Number  of  houses  completed  by  private  enterprise  . . 21 

In  course  of  construction  at  31st  December,  1953  . . 16 
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North  Witchford  Rural  District. 

The  council  had  14  houses  and  6 old  people’s  bungalows  completed 
during  the  year  and  28  houses  still  under  construction. 

Private  enterprise  provided  8 houses  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
another  4 were  in  course  of  erection. 

Two  bungalows  were  completed  by  the  county  council's  small 
holdings  department. 

Thorney  Rural  District. 

Houses  completed  during  the  year: — 

By  the  council  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Private  enterprise  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Xo  houses  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Wisbech  Rural  District. 


Houses  completed  during 

1953: — 

By  the  council — 

houses 

38 

bungalows 

30 

By  private  enterprise — 

houses 

17 

Under  construction  at  31st  December,  1953: — 

By  the  council— 

houses 

62 

bungalows  . . 

10 

By  private  enterprise — houses  . . . . . . 7 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Report  of  the  County  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  county  council  as  the  food  and  drugs  authority 
for  the  whole  of  the  administrative  county  to  carry  into  execution 
and  enforce  the  following: — 

1.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

(a)  Sections  1 to  7 (composition  of  food  and  drugs  excluding 

milk). 

(h)  Sections  32  to  36  (margarine,  margarine-cheese,  butter 
and  milk-blended  butter). 

2.  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act, 

1950. 

(ft)  Section  8 (prohibition  of  sale  of  milk  from  cows  suffering 
from  tuberculosis). 

( b ) Sections  9 and  10  (composition  of  milk). 

(c)  Section  15  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteur- 

ised and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  (control  of 
heat  treatment  of  milk). 

{d)  Sections  19  and  20  (prohibition  of  sales  of  non-designated 
milk  in  specified  areas). 


3. 


Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1930  and  1953. 

(labelling  of  pre-packed  food). 

4.  Food  Standards  Orders. 

(prescribed  standards  for  regulating  composition  of  certain 
foods). 

5.  Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941. 

(prohibiting  advertisements  relating  to  medical  matters 
and  medicines). 

Composition  of  Food  and  Drugs. 

During  the  year  under  review  137  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were 
sent  for  examination  to  the  public  analyst  for  the  county,  S.  Green- 
burgh,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  Tenison  Road,  Cambridge. 

These  may  be  summarised  as  follows: — • 

Butter,  Suet,  Lard,  Margarine  . . . . . . 10 

Cake  Mixtures  and  Cakes  . . . . . . . . 5 

Cheese  Spread  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Christmas  Pudding  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Coffee  and  Coffee  Essence  . . . . . . . . 5 

French  Ice  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Flavouring  Essence  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Ground  Almonds  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Glucose  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Malt  Vinegar  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Mixed  Pickles,  Spices  and  Sauce  . . . . . . 10 

Preserves  . . . . . . . . • • • • 4 

Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat  . . . . . . . . 9 

Soft  Drinks  . . . . . . . • • • • • 7 

Sweets  . . . . . . . • • • • • • • 25 

Tea  . . . . . • • • • • • • • • 7 

Tinned  Fruit  . . . . . . . . • • • • 3 

White  Pepper  . . . . . . . . . • • • 9 

Sandwich  Spread  . . . . . . . . • • 4 

Seidlitz  Powder  . . . . . . • • • • 2 

Soup  . . . . • • • • • • • • • • - 

Condensed  Milk  . . . . . . . . . • 9 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . • • • • • • 8 
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M A RG A RINE,  M ARC, AR I N E-Ch EESE , 

Butter  and  Milk  Blended  Butter. 

Premises  used  for  wholesale  dealing  in  margarine  or  as  butter 
factories  are  required  to  be  registered  with  the  county  council. 
9 margarine  premises  and  1 butter  factory  are  registered. 

Tuberculous  Milk. 

As  many  samples  as  possible  are  taken  under  this  heading  from 
milk  which  is  sold  to  the  public  in  a raw  state.  Samples  are  sub- 
mitted to  the  Medical  Research  Council,  Tennis  Court  Road, 
Cambridge.  165  samples  were  taken  and  found  to  be  correct. 

Composition  of  Milk. 

1 14  samples  of  milk  were  sent  to  the  public  analyst  for  the  county. 
8 samples  were  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat  and  2 contained  added 
water.  Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  producer  supplying 
milk  containing  added  water. 

Heat  Treatment  of  Milk. 

The  county  council  is  responsible  for  the  control  and  licensing 
of  pasteurising  and  other  heat-treating  establishments.  Two 
pasteurising  establishments,  so  licensed,  were  inspected  from  time 
to  time  during  the  year  and  24  samples  were  taken,  all  of  which 
were  satisfactory.  In  addition  38  samples  of  school  milk  were  taken, 
3 of  which  were  unsatisfactory. 

Sale  of  Designated  Milk  in  Specified  Areas. 

The  use  of  a special  designation  is  to  be  obligatory  for  the  purpose 
of  all  retail  sales  of  milk  in  areas  specified  by  the  Minister  of  Food. 
A number  of  areas  have  been  so  specified  in  the  country  but  at  the 
present  time  none  has  been  specified  in  the  county. 


Artificial  Cream. 

The  manufacture  of  artificial  cream  is  restricted  to  premises 
registered  with  the  county  council,  and  the  labelling  of  this  product 
on  retail  sale  is  controlled.  No  premises  are  so  registered  and  no 
artificial  cream  has  been  found  on  sale  in  the  county. 

Labelling  of  Pre-packed  Food. 

1 he  Labelling  of  Food  Order  requires,  inter  alia,  that  pre-packed 
food,  with  certain  exceptions,  must  bear  a statement  of  ingredients, 
specified  in  order  of  the  proportion  in  which  they  are  used.  The 
Defence  (Sale  of  Food)  Regulations  make  it  an  offence  to  give  a 
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label  or  advertisement  which  falsely  describes  or  misleads  as  to  the 
nutritional  or  dietary  value  of  a food.  These  statements  are 
verified  by  the  public  analyst  during  his  examination  of  samples 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  No  serious  infringements  were 
detected. 

Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941. 

Nothing  to  report. 

F.  W.  Crabtree,  County  Inspector. 

THE  PREVENTION  AND 
CONTROL  OE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Incidence. 

There  was  a slight  rise  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  and  whooping  cough  as  compared  with  1952,  and  the 
notifications  of  measles  was  considerably  higher  than  in  recent  years. 

A full  list  of  notifications  is  given  in  the  following  table. 

Measures  for  control. 

These  continued  to  operate  as  described  in  previous  reports  and 
close  liaison  was  maintained  with  local  sanitary  authorities  and 
their  staffs,  especially  when  an  infectious  disease  showed  any  signs 
of  epidemic  prevalence.  The  school  medical  officers  and  school 
nurses  continued  routine  investigations  when  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
were  notified  among  school  children,  followed  up,  if  necessary,  by 
field  work  based  on  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge. 
Close  contact  was  always  maintained  with  the  general  practitioners 
during  these  investigations. 

I nstitutio nal  Provisio n . 

Cases  are  transferred  from  the  northern  half  of  the  Isle  to  the 
Peterborough  Isolation  Hospital  and  from  the  southern  half  to  the 
hospital  at  Ely.  Both  of  these  institutions  were  transferred  to  the 
East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board  on  the  appointed  day  and 
no  alteration  in  the  arrangements  has  occurred. 


GENERAL. 

M edical  Examinations. 

During  the  year  76  examinations  of  candidates  have  been  carried 
out  by  the  council’s  medical  officers. 

Staff  40 

Teachers  . . . . . . . . 5 

Training  college  entrants  . . 31 
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Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  the  Several  Districts 
for  the  Year  ending  1953. 


Urban  Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

Disease 

Chatteris 

O 

Jj 

Whittlesey 

O 

O 

03 

1 Total  Urban  Districts 

• 

North  Witchford 

Thornev 

O 

<D 

03 

£ 

i Total  Rural  Districts 

, Combined  Total 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

l 

14 

3S 

63 

5 

3 

24 

32 

95 

Diphtheria  . . 

Enteric  Fever 

Pneumonia  . . 

9 

1 

l 

•24 

2 

37 

5 

20 

2 

4 

31 

68 

Cholera 

Puerperal  Fever 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Fever 

Encephalitis 

Lethargiea 

Typhus  Fever 

Relapsing  Fever 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

i 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

1 

1 

i 

3 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

3 

i 

7 

i 

1 

4 

6 

13 

Tuberculosis 
(a)  Pulmonary 

13 

3 

10 

2 

21 

49 

10 

3 

4 

8 

25 

74 

(6)  Other  . . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

3 

5 

8 

14 

Malaria 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

Chicken  Pox 

135 

182 

317 

317 

Measles 

334 

258 

73 

15 

846 

1526 

4 85 

26 

4 

387 

902 

2428 

Whooping  Cough 

95 

3 

19 

27 

12 

156 

132 

28 

19 

29 

208 

36 1 

Other  Diseases 
(a)  Meningoc.  Inf. 

1 

1 

1 

3 

i 

1 

1 

lb)  Infective 

Jaundice 

2 

2 

2 

(c)  Infective 

Hepatitis 

1 

1 

2 

1 

i 

3 

Id)  Dysentrv 

2 

1 

2 

5 

1 

3 

10 

14 

19 

(e)  Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

1 

(/)  Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Details  of  the  Notifications  received  during  the  year  1953. 
Previous  years  also  given  for  comparison. 


Notifications  on  Form  a. 

Number  of  Primary  Notifications 

Total  Notifications  1 

on  Form  A. 

Age  Periods 

u*  'A 

S .2 

*v  d 

— 

°! 

6 | 

m 

O 

in 

IT 

o 

O 

CJ 

m 

m 

w 

d 

m 

rO 

»n 

m 

-t 

in 

*o 

m 

m 

■'t 

«n 

to 

in 

m 

Ui 

X « 

So. 

Pulmonary 

Males  in  1938 

1 

2 

3 

7 

7 

l 

2 

1 

24 

25 

»» 

,,  in  1914 

1 

i 

2 

5 

6 

7 

l 

2 

25 

25 

,,  in  1915 

1 

1 

2 

8 

4 

3 

5 

24 

25 

„ in  1946 

1 

3 

3 

11 

1 

2 

3 

2 

26 

26 

,,  in  1947 

1 

1 

3 

7 

2 

4 

1 

1 

21 

21 

,,  in  1948 

2 

6 

12 

2 

4 

2 

2 

30 

30 

„ in  1949 

i 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

3 

3 

20 

20 

,,  in  1950 

l 

2 

3 

8 

8 

4 

1 

. . 

27 

27 

,,  in  1951 

2 

3 

1 

2 

5 

6 

7 

2 

2 

30 

30 

„ in  1952 

5 

1 

2 

5 

4 

4 

5 

3 

2 

31 

31 

»» 

„ in  1953 

i 

1 

i 

5 

s 

5 

5 

4 

2 

29 

29 

Females  in  1938 

5 

3 

3 

1 

1 

13 

13 

„ in  1944  .. 

1 

i 

1 

6 

6 

1 

1 

. , 

17 

17 

„ in  1945 

1 

4 

7 

4 

4 

1 

. . 

21 

21 

„ in  1946 

1 

7 

7 

10 

1 

3 

1 

30 

30 

„ in  1947  . . 

. . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

. . 

7 

7 

,,  in  1948 

1 

. # 

4 

8 

3 

2 

. . 

2 

20 

20 

,,  in  1949 

1 

1 

1 

3 

8 

6 

2 

. . 

22 

22 

„ in  1950  . . 

2 

3 

13 

6 

. . 

o 

26 

26 

„ in  1951  . . 

2 

3 

1 

3 

5 

8 

2 

3 

. . 

i 

28 

28 

„ in  1952 

i 

1 

3 

1 

2 

8 

3 

3 

2 

1 

i 

26 

26 

»1 

„ in  1953 

1 

2 

7 

7 

17 

6 

3 

2 

45 

45 

Non- Pulmonary : Males  in  1938.. 

6 

6 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

21 

21 

„ in  1941. . 

2 

5 

3 

2 

1 

13 

13 

„ in  1945.. 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

13 

13 

„ in  1946.. 

2 

8 

4 

3 

1 

. . 

18 

18 

,,  in  1947 . . 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

10 

10 

,,  in  1948. . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

„ in  1949 . . 

3 

6 

1 

1 

11 

11 

,,  in  1950.. 

2 

1 

3 

3 

,,  in  1951 . . 

1 

3 

2 

6 

6 

„ in  1952 . . 

. , 

2 

. . 

2 

4 

4 

M 

„ in  1953. . 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

6 

6 

Females  in  1938 

4 

7 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

21 

22 

„ in  1941 

1 

10 

4 

1 

1 

1 

18 

18 

,,  in  1945 

i 

2 

5 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

• * 

1 

i 

19 

19 

,,  in  1946 

4 

2 

3 

1 

1 

11 

11 

„ in  1947 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

,,  in  1948 

2 

1 

2 

. . 

5 

5 

,,  in  1949 

3 

1 

1 

5 

5 

,,  in  1950 

1 

1 

1 

,,  in  1951 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

6 

„ in  1952 

, . 

1 

2 

3 

3 

M 

„ in  1953 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

8 

8 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


Facilities  for  treatment  of  patients  from  the  Isle  of  Ely  arc 
provided  at  the  Clinic,  Peterborough;  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital, 
Cambridge;  and  at  the  King’s  Lynn  and  West  Norfolk  Hospital. 
The  provision  of  these  arrangements  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  DISTRICT  REPORTS. 

I.— URBAN. 

Chatteris  Urban  District. 

Area,  13,719  acres. 

1953  Statistics: — Birth  Rate,  17-83.  Death  Rate,  11-17, 

Infantile  Mortality,  30-3.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  20-2. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1953)  population,  5,553. 

Ely  Urban  District. 

Area,  14,764  acres. 

1953  Statistics: — Birth  Rate,  1542.  Death  Rate,  193. 

Infantile  Mortality,  6-45.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  38-7. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1953)  population,  10,050. 

March  Urban  District. 

Area,  19,777  acres. 

1953  Statistics: — Birth  Rate,  15-21.  Death  Rate,  9-71. 

Infantile  Mortality,  35-18.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  40-2. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1953)  population,  13,080. 

Whittlesey  Urban  District. 

Area,  23,362  acres. 

1953  Statistics: — Birth  Rate,  19-82.  Death  Rate,  io-6i. 

Infantile  Mortality,  17  65.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  76-47. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1953)  population,  8,577. 

Wisbech  Municipal  Borough. 

Area,  4,666  acres. 

1953  Statistics: — Birth  Rate,  16-59.  Death  Rate,  16-25. 

Infantile  Mortality,  17  54.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  91-23. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1953)  population,  17,170. 
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II.— RURAL. 


Ely  Rural  District. 

Area,  65,999  acres. 

1953  Statistics:  — Birth  Rate,  i8-i6.  Death  Rate,  10-53. 

Infantile  Mortality,  19-08.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  76-36. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1953)  population,  14,430. 

North  Witchford  Rural  District. 

Area,  26,088  acres. 

1953  Statistics: — Birth  Rate,  n'56.  Death  Rate,  io'ii. 

Infantile  Mortality,  nil.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  35-71. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1953)  population,  4,845. 

Thorney  Rural  District. 

Area,  21,796  acres. 

1953  Statistics  : — Birth  Rate,  18-07.  Death  Rate,  6-57. 

Infantile  Mortality,  22-73.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  6818. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1953)  population,  2,435. 

Wisbech  Rural  District. 

Area,  49,798  acres. 

I953  Statistics: — Birth  Rate,  18-89.  Death  Rate,  8-55. 

Infantile  Mortality,  8 62.  Illegitimacy  Rate,  51  72. 

Estimated  mid-year  (1953)  population,  12,280. 
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